Summary: A 67 year old woman with widespread atherosclerosis and diabetic nephropathy manifested by nephrotic syndrome and moderate renal failure developed multiple hepatic infarctions. The infarctions were documented by computed tomographic scan and needle aspiration biopsy of the liver. Except for the nephrotic syndrome and the atherosclerosis no other cause of hepatic infarction was found.
Introduction
Thromboembolism is a common complication of the nephrotic syndrome, due to the hypercoagulable state present in nephrotic patients.'-3 The commonest sites of thrombosis are the veins, renal, deep leg and pulmonary being the most affected veins.1-3 Thrombotic complications can also involve major arteries, including pulmonary, axillary, subclavian, brachial, renal, aortic, femoral, iliac, popliteal, coronary, ophthalmic, carotid and cerebral arteries.4-6 Aortic, femoral and renal arteries are the most commonly involved vessels in adult nephrotic patients, whereas femoral and pulmonary arteries are the commonest ones in nephrotic children. [4] [5] [6] We would like to report a case of multiple hepatic infarctions in a diabetic patient with nephrotic syndrome. To reports of cholesterol emboli producing liver infarction have also been described. 22 In summary, except for the atherosclerosis and nephrotic syndrome, no other possible cause of hepatic infarction was found in our case. We suggest that liver infarction should be considered in the thrombotic complications of the nephrotic syndrome secondary to diabetic nephropathy.
